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Torah going to be taught? Where are people going to get their Jewish education?
Today parents, themselves, know so little. How can they impart education
to their children when they know so little themselves? Where are they
going to get this education if not in the schools and synagogues? It is
our responsibility to make sure that our institutions stay strong. If
our synagogue do not stay strong, if Israel does not stay strong then we
will be overcome by our external enemies and our internal enemies. How
are we going to be able to bear the Jewish message? How are we going to

be able to elevate the people around us?

I am reminded of the story they tell what happened in 5702, just 48 years
ago in the city of Isiski in Lithuania, how all the 4,000 Jews of the city
and its surrounding little villages were herded into the synagogue of Isiski.
They were crowded one on top of the other. It was a small synagogue with
4,000 people crowded into that synagogue. The SS surrounded the synagogue
by Lithuanian guards who were even more anti-Semitic than the SS, and then
the SS took 60 insane Jews who had been incarcerated in Sella in a lunatic
asylum and brought them to the synagogue and put them in charge. It was

a terrible disorder there. The men were wrapped in their prayer shawls.

The women brought the food and some mattresses from their own homes, and

the situation was bedlam. Rav Sholom was standing in front of the ark.

Rev Sholom was a mystic who used to spend his nights in the synagogue of
Isiski. It was reputed that in his youth he was a revolutionary who helped
Lenin establish Communism in Russia, but he quickly became disillusioned
with Communism and he came to Isiski. Isiski was a town that did not really
hold with mystic and Chassidic doctrines, but he had won the respect of

the people because of his kindness and devotion and sincerity. He was
praying that the Mashiach should come now, that the Jewssneeded-the Mashiach

now. Yankel, the shoemaker, was also in the synagogue with his brothers,
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Chaim and Elie, who were also shoemakers. Yankel, though, was a neer-
do-well, a man who could never make a living. He used to beg a little

bit and maybe even steal a little bit. They were all together in the
synagogue. All of a sudden, Yankel tripped over the pot of his sister-
in-law's chicken. He grabbed a pulka and ran on top of the bema and said,
"The Mashiach must be here because here I am standing on the bema right
next to Rev Sholom against the eastern wall, Yankel, the neer-do-well.

The Mashiach must already be here." The rabbi, of course, k-ew better

and said, "It is time, Yidden, for us to take arms and fight." They all
looked at him and said, "How can we take arms and fight? Where are we
going to get arms from? It is too late for that now." The rabbi knew,
too, that it was too late, and he knew, too, that the Mashiach may not

come that day. Instead he told his congregation to start singing Duveedoee,
not Duveedoee, the confession of sins we say on Yom Kippur but the confession
of sins you say before you die. That day the SS came in and told the

Jews to line up to march to the cemetery to visit the graves of their
fathers. Rabbi knew better. Rabbi Rozowsky knew that things were not
going to be as the SS said. He and the cantor, Mr. Kapulski, led the
congregation to the cemetery saying Duveedoee as they went. When the

came to the cemetery they were forced to dig a ditch and then the SS told
the Lithuanian Aservokas to machine gun them down as they stood in groups
on the edge of the ditch. The head Aservoka told his people to follow

the SS orders but to reserve for him personally the pleasure of shooting
the rabbi and the elders of the community. Tzvi Malkolski was standing
with his father at the edge of the ditch naked. He timed the machine

gun bursts and right before the machine gun bursts would strike his group
he jumped. All the bodies piled on top of him. He laid under those bodies

until it was dark and then he made his way through the bodies out of that
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grave to try to find help. He was covered with blood. His spirit was
scraggly. His brow was pressed down. He had wounds on him. He slowly
made his way back to the city. He knocked on the door and on every door

he knocked on he received the reply: "Go back to the grave, Jew." Finally,
he found a deserted hut of an old crazed widow. He went in a laid down.

She came a few hour later and saw him with his blood flooded body, his
wounds, his unkempt beard, his brow pushed down. She looked at him and
said, "My lord, my lord." She thought my lord has returned a second time.
She threw him some clothes and food. He left and the beginning of the

partisan movement started in the Haziska region of Lithuania.

My friends, when the synagogue is ruled by lunatics, when the synagogue

no longer can perform its function, when we do not have institutions which
will protect Jewish lives we will die. We will not live. We need to
live, not to die. On this day we beseech G-d for live. The Jewish people
must live not only for themselves but for the world. That is why first

we pray for the world and then for the Jewish people and then for us as
individuals. The message of Judaism is needed by the world. We must

stay alive. On this day of Yom Kippur on which we pray for life let us
all do our part to make sure that our institutions stay strong, that Israel
stays strong, that our synagogues stay strong so truly the Jewish people
will live and that we will be able to live, too, as Jews in the coming

year and the coming years. Amen.
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Throughout the davening on Yom Kippur we continually refer to forgiveness
for our own sins and for the sins of the Jewish people. That is the keynote
of the major prayer in the silent Amidah when we say, "Who forgives and
atones for our sins and for the sins of His people, Israel". We are constantly
seen throughout Yom Kippur because "We are Your people and You are our

G-d, we are Your children and You are our Father, we are Your servants

and You are our master, we are a congregation You are our portion". In

other words we go from people to children, from servants to congregation.

On this day of Yom Kippur we ask for forgiveness for the Jewish people

as a unity and we ask for forgiveness from G-d for our individual sins.

On Yom Kippur, too, the keynote is light. When the chazzan first led

the procession with all the Torahs around the shul before he chanted Kol
Nidre, he is saying, 'Light is sowed for the righteous." We light candles
before we come to shul and some even light them in shul. The yizkor boards

are all lit, and we are told that light is the symbol of this holiday.
.

Phsycists telluus that light, in order to be light, has to have two properties:
it has to constantly move; and it has to bear a message. That is, too,

the Jewish mission in this world: to be a light to the world. That is

why the prime symbol of Judaism is the menorah. That's the symbol which
goes back to the Bible. Just as light enters into a dark room and dispels
it dispels the darkness without doing violence so we Jews are supposed

to be a light unto the nations. We Jews are supposed to bring light to

the world. We are supposed to bear the message of the Torah that we learned
at Mount Sinai. We are supposed to teach the people how to be moral and
decent and good people. This is the mission of the Jewish people. Not
every Jew lives up to this mission, but the other nations of the world

know, too, that we stand for something. They know, too, that we are the

conscience of the world. That is why Hitler hated us so much because
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Hitler propounded a philosophy which said that man should be the master

of all, that if you are strong you should take whatever is yours. You

should not be concerned about the weak and the helpless. After all, in
nature there are no wounded animals because the other animals kill them,
There are no sick animals in nature because the moment the other animals

see a sick animal they kill it. In nature it is the survival of the fittest.
The best animal is the most efficient killer. Hitler said that was true

for human beings, too. The greatest man is the killer not the compassionate
man and we Jews have perverted the laws of nature by trying to make man

into a soft creature with mercy and compassion. This see this same type

of philosophy spouted about in the United States, too, where people say

we should not concern ourselves with the poor and the homeless and the
hungry. After all, it is the entrepeneurs who make it. It is the rich

who should enjoy it. They are the ones who bring this country wealth.

We should not have to share it with anybody. If the poor are poor, let

them rot, let them be the way they are. In fact, there is even a philosopher
called Ayn Rand who propounded this philosophy. It is an evil philosophy,

a bad philosophy. In Judaism we say that the greatest culture is not

the culture with the biggest weapons or tallest buildings, but it is the
civilization, the culture, which takes care of its poor and helpless and
weak.and the orphan and the afflicted. That is a good culture. That

is a good civilization. We Jews are a bearer of a message, and we know

that because this bear this message we are going to be hated and despised.
We have to elevate the societies in which we live. Some of the societies

do not want to be elevated. That's why it so happens that we Jews are
singled out many times to be the scapegoats of other people's problems
because they say if it were not for the Jewish and their sentimental philosophies

which have infected our people we would be stronger and better. That is
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why Hitler was able to convince the German people. He said that it was
the Jews who infected us so we lost the first World War. It was the Jews

who were a fifth column in our midst

We must bear a message, though, if we are to remain Jews. Many times we
Jews fail to live up to our own principles. We face two enemies in the
world: the outer enemy, the Hitlers of the world, and even today we are
suffering in Russia. The anti-Semitic movement is once more on the rise.
They have not learned anything since the czars. They were given 19 minutes
on national Russian television to spew forth the worst type of anti-Semitism.
The Russian Jews have to get out. If they do not get out and perestroika
and glasnost sour they are going to look for a scapegoat and we are going
to be that scapegoat. In Argentina things do not look good either. the
Peronista party has never been a friend of the Jewish people, and Argentina,
who once had the 5th strongest economy in the world, is now suffering.

The reason they are suffering is because the rich there did not want to

pay taxes. They did not want to help the poor and the whole economy became
lopsided and once of the richest countries in the world has now become

one of the poorest countries in the world. It is our responsibility to

make sure that society is just and fair.

In looking, though, at the enemies that we face there is another enemy

that we face: the fternal enemy. It is the Jewish apathy and ignorance.

We Jews can be destroyed by external forces but we can also be destroyed

by internal forces, by those forces within ourselves who hanker back to
pagan days. The Jewish people, when they wandered in the desert, hankered
for the cucumbers and the fish and melons of Egypt. They forgot all about
the slavery. We, too, unless we have proper Jewish education and understand

what our role is in the world we, too, will assimilate. We, too, will
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destroy ourselves. As sure as Hitler destroying us physically we will

be destroyed spiritually and meld with the other peoples about us. In

order for the Jewish people to be strong we need strong institutionms.

Why were the Jews killed during the Holocaust? They were killed during

the Holocaust because we had no institutions. We had no army to protect
ourselves. We had no intelligence service, and we could not have because
if we would have had an army and intelligence service in eastern Europe
countries and western European countries we would have been accused of
sedition and treason. In fact, if a Hitler would arise in America today

we would have only one choice and that is to flee. We could not do anything
else. We do not have any institutions necessary in order to prevent wholesale
attacks on Jews. We do not have an army. We do not have‘a mechanism to
stand up to an enemy if they would assault us as Hitler's armies assaulted
us. That is why, thank G-d, we have an Israel. We have a place we can

go, a place to flee to. ONly in Israel do we have an army and the ability
to defend ourselves. Without these type of institutions we cannot survive
physically in the modern world. Therefore, it is incumbent upon us to

make sure that Israel stays strong.

We also need institutions in order to sustain ourselves against the internal
enemy. Our synagogues have to be strong and our schools have to be strong
otherwise we will disappear. It is only because we have strong institutions
that we are able to exist as a people in America. It used to be that in
Europe the synagogues were small and there were many synagogues. In America
we have strong institutions, mainly because our family is weak. Look at

how many Jewish families keep nothing of Judaism. If it would not be for

the synagogue they would have no tie to Judaism at all. There is no kashruth
at home, no Shabbos at home, no lighting camdles on Friday night, no Pesach

at home, but at least there is a synagogue people can come to once in a
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while. We are known as a people of the book. In most Jewish homes there

is not even a Chumash. There is not even a Bible. If it would not be

for the synagogue, for that place where Jews can identify, we would be
completely lost. Synagogues have to be strong here in America. In Houston
this is considered a small synagogue but in Israel this would be considered
a giant synagogue. In Israel, too, they still have small synagogues because
they have strong families, but who is going to stand up for Jewish values?
Who is going to tell the people that we still have something to teach the
world:ifiitiwere not for our imstitutions? It is important that our children

be educated, that we have a place where Jewish values are still taught

and appreciated and learned.

It is interesting to note that in the Torah portion that we read tomorrow
when Aaron goes into the Holy of Holies with a sensor with the coals burning
so that he can hardly see in the Holy of Holies, which, of course, explains
the particular in man, that we think we know everything but things always
suprise us. We ask for mercy and forgiveness for the Jewish people but

the first thing he asks for is forgiveness upon the institutions of Judaism.
It says, "And you shall atone upon the Hdly from the uncleanliness of the
sons of Israel from their sin and so he should do to the tent of meeting
that dwells with them in the midst of their uncleanliness." He first had
to ask forgiveness for the Tabernacle, itself, for the institution, itself.
We, too, must make sure that our institutions are strong, that institutions
have not perverted Jewish values. We must make sure that our institutions
are supported, because where is a teacher going to come from? How are

we golng to be able to survive?

That's why also it says that, "With this Aaron shall come into the Holy".

Vozoz means with this, and Beis, here, means two. With two times Zos Aaron
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should come into the Holy of Holies. What does Zos stand for? The Zion
stands for Zera and Zeva, stand for children and sacrifice. So many Jews
today do not want to have children. They do not want to have families.
Families are the basis of Judaism. We have to be able to say that we have
institutions that are promoting the family. We still want children to

get married. In Jodaism there is no alternative life style. There is

onty one life.style and that is the married life style. We are supposed

to have children. Where are people going to learn sacrifice? Today it

is only for me, that whatever makes me feel good. There is no question

of delayed pleasure. In Judaism we just do not believe that everything
should be fun and you should do things just because you like to do them.

The baby is crying at night and you have to get up and take care of the

baby. Unfortunately, today in life you have not only single parent families,
you have no parent families. The mother is on cocaine, too. She does

what she wants to do. Our social service agencies are jammed. They have

no place to put the children. They have to take away from the families

that are nelgecting them and abusing them. We have to have an institution
which promotes family and which promotes sacrifice and teaches people that
the important thing in life and the ultimate source of happiness is not

fun experiences but the dedicated devotion to others. Then, you have the
Aleph, which stands for Emes, for truth, for Ava, for love, for light,
itself. Where are people going to learn the truth about Jewish values?
There is so much foolishness that is talked about in the name of Judaism.
Where are they going to learn how to love in a correct and positive way,

not just as a chance encounter, but that love entails devotion and dedication,
that love is forever, that when you make a commitment it is a commitment

to make sure that your family stays together, to make sure that your children

grow, that your children are taking care of. The Tof stands for Torah

and Tevuna, for Torah and for understanding. Where are the values of the




